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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Welcome this morning in this new and lightful building of our Supreme Court. I wish a special 
welcome to the president of the European Court of Human Rights, Mr Guido Raimondi, who 
will give a lecture this morning. Also a special welcome to Ingrid van Engelshoven, the 
deputy mayor of The Hague. I would like to thank Rick Lawson of the law faculty of Leiden 
University, who was one of the persons that took the initiative for this lecture. Many 
students and staff members of this law faculty are present here.  

It is a great honour to have the president of the European Court of Human Rights as our 
guest and speaker. The European Convention on Human Rights and the case-law of this 
European Court about the Convention are of immense importance for Europe and also for 
the Netherlands. Not only for the formal reason that our country is bound by the 
Convention. But also, and even more important, because the human rights as defined in the 
Convention, and as they are interpreted by the Court, are essential for a society which 
functions well and in a fair manner. Fortunately, in our country interest and support for the 
Convention and the Court have been extensive for decades already.  

Last year, on the occasion of the 65th birthday of the Convention at Leiden University, I 
uncorked a bottle of sparkling wine as a symbol of celebration and support. Six years ago, 
the prime minister of our country gave the Four Freedoms Award to the European Court of 
Human Rights. Since then, there has been increasing criticism on the influence of the 
Convention on national systems, also in our country. We should not close our eyes for such 
criticism, and have to explain even more convincingly the importance of the protection of 
human rights. That the positive appreciation is still dominant follows from the award of 
another important prize, the Treaty of Nijmegen Medal, to the European Court of Human 
Rights. This medal will be handed over to Mr Raimondi this afternoon in Nijmegen, 
accompanied by a supportive speech by our foreign minister. The medal is to be awarded to 
the Strasbourg Court for its contribution to the development of Europe and the protection of 



 
 
human rights. The award recognizes that the Court contributes to peace and tolerance 
across our continent.  

The Convention obviously plays an important role in the case-law of our Supreme Court. We 
frequently have to interpret and apply the Convention, and in that context we closely follow 
the decisions and judgments of the European Court. From outside, as Strasbourg watchers. 
But also from inside, by regular contacts and exchange of information with members of the 
Court. Our new procurator general Jos Silvis was a member of the Court until recently. We 
have built up a form of contact with the Strasbourg court that can be described as a judicial 
dialogue. And that is exactly the subject of the lecture that Mr Raimondi will give us. For that 
purpose, I happily give the floor to our honoured guest speaker. 


